uspeparmen. | NEWS Release

|T'l W a 1 )
of Veterans Affairs Office of Public Affairs Washington, DC 20420

Media Relations {202) 461-7600
WWW.VA.gov

VA

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 14, 2021

VA to readjudicate Veteran and survivor claims for possible herbicide exposure

WASHINGTON — Veterans who were previously denied service connection for an herbicide related presumptive condition due to lack of
in-country Vietnam service will have their claims automatically readjudicated by VA.

The department began readjudicating claims in April for Veterans who served in the offshore waters of the Republic of Vietnam during the
Vietnam War but were denied for one or more herbicide related conditions, on the basis that military service was not performed on the landmass
of the Republic of Vietnam or on its inland waterways.

“Readjudication means VA will review the evidence of record and provide replacement decisions in the cases of Veterans who were
previously denied service connection benefits,” said Acting VA Under Secretary for Benefits Thomas Murphy. “We have the proper resources in
place to meet the needs of our Veteran community and will ensure all eligible Veterans’ and their survivors’ claims are examined thoroughly and
fairly.”

The review also applies to eligible survivors of deceased Vietnam-era Veterans and is part of the Veterans Benefits Administration’s
implementation of the Nov. 5, 2020, U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California order in Nehmer vs. U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs, requiring VA to readjudicate previously denied claims.

VA will determine if benefits for qualifying disabilities can now be paid retroactively to the date of previously denied claims. The court’s
decision requires automatic readjudication in such cases without requiring a new claim, and potentially paying benefits to the survivors or estates
of deceased beneficiaries.

More information is available regarding VA disability benefits based on Agent Orange exposure.
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https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/agent-orange/
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/STATUTE-105/pdf/STATUTE-105-Pg11.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/STATUTE-105/pdf/STATUTE-105-Pg11.pdf
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/agent-orange/navy-coast-guard-ships-vietnam/

